
 

Greetings! This WAD is rather like Napoleon: it may or may not have a complex.  This WAD is also like Lady 

Gaga: controversial, edgy, and a little bit dated.  And this WAD has a lot in common with Joanne Pratt, since both 

are short, helpful, and loyal to the end.  Even though this WAD arrives in a burst of snow and wind that would 

send Frosty the snowman running for cover, it ends on the far side of the glorious fandango known as Spring 

Break, so it therefore carries the golden promise of miraculous mirth.  Join us, friends, as we lock arms and attack 

the forces of sloth and inefficiency.  We stand at the dawn of a new day.  Welcome to the age… of WAD7.  

This is that week before spring break.  You know the one. Your job is to get as much Stuff done as possible, so 

that your last full week on the project (the week after spring break) does not unleash upon you the agony of a 

thousand lifetimes of screaming thermonuclear conflagration.  For this reason, we are not requiring a lot from 

you: it is pretty much all project prep, all the time. 

# Due on Type of Activity Details 

1 R, 3/15, class Poster draft Let’s make sure we know exactly what has to happen when you get 

back from break 

2 M, 3/25, class History reading Read primary sources! 

3 M, 3/25, class MatSci Reading Phase diagrams! 



 

 

 

DUE DATE: Thursday, March 14th (we will do it in class though) 

 

This is an exciting opportunity for you to start piecing together all the evidence that you have collected to date. 

We are going to ask you to use the beginning of Thursday’s class to put together a draft of your poster and in 

doing so, identify the evidence you still need to collect.  We'll discuss how to draft your poster in class, but you 

can prepare a bit ahead of time by thinking about your final deliverable goals, the evidence that you have 

gathered (and will gather), the images that you want to use, and the arguments/thesis you wish to assert. 

After you draft your poster, please put together an action plan for the week after spring break. You should have 

an action plan that will lead to success!  Remember, this project ends on April 3.  

 

DUE DATE:   Monday, March 25th 

Last week you identified primary sources that you expect will help you with this project. Some of you may have 

received feedback from Rob about these readings, and all of you have hopefully done some digging to focus your 

efforts on the most promising ones.  This week, it is time for you to read those sources!  We leave it up to you to 

coordinate and prioritize your efforts, just make sure that you read enough to ensure you will be able to complete 

the project a week and a half after getting back from spring break.  Keep two of our project one take-home 

messages in mind and all will be well: 

 Read with a purpose.  Keep the two project two deliverables -- i.e., your final poster and your edited 

Wikipedia page -- in mind as you do your reading.  If any part of the reading is not helping, abort! 

 Gather evidence along the way!  Record quotes, statistics, and citations in a central location when you are 

first doing the reading.   

 

DUE DATE:   Monday, March 25th 

Engineering Materials 2, Chapter 1 (pages 3-14) & Chapter 2 (pages 15-31) 
 Tutorial: Please take a look at the “Phase Equilibria” tutorial here.  

 Chapter 3 & Chapter 4: Phase diagrams 

 

Welcome to the wonderful world of phase diagrams. These are nifty little tools that really help materials scientists 

understand material systems.  Even Rob loves them. Chapters 3 and 4 are directly taken from a “teach-yourself-

phase-diagrams” course designed by Ashby. Your task is to go through the activity (estimated time ~4hrs) and 

come to class prepared to analyze the phase diagram for the system that you are studying in Part Two.  

 

I (Juliana the first) expect everyone to come back with the ability to read phase diagrams and to predict 

microstructures given a binary system, its composition, and a heating/cooling process. Also, please let me know if 

you have any questions. 

 

http://textbooks.elsevier.com/manualsprotectedtextbooks/9780750663809/Static/phase/phase1a.htm

